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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
 

Goodbye Mr. Cop 
 
It is with mixed emotions that we announce the departure of Jonathan Cop, Assistant 
Principal of Tolland Intermediate School effective December 22, 2018. We are excited 
to announce that he has accepted a position as principal of Samuel B. Webb 
Elementary School in Wethersfield. This position provides both an opportunity to be in a 
central leadership role and it will allow Mr. Cop to be closer to his home and family. We 
are grateful to Mr. Cop for the unwavering dedication he has brought to the Tolland 
Intermediate School Community. His strong understanding of the learning process, 
kindhearted nature, enthusiasm and wonderful sense of humor are qualities that will be 
greatly missed at T.I.S.    
 

Fourth and Fifth Grade Chorus Concert  

Congratulations to the Fourth and Fifth Grade choral ensembles for putting on an 

outstanding performance last week at their winter concert. Thank you to Mrs. Baker and 

Mrs. Marchesani for all their hard work in preparing the students for the show.  

 

Notes from the Office 

Winter Weather  

It is important that students come to school dressed appropriately for winter weather. 

Because temperatures can fluctuate drastically during the day, coats, hats, and long 

pants should be worn as a means of protection from the winter weather.  Students will 

go outside for recess unless it is raining, or if the temperature and wind chill combine for 

a temperature less than 20 degrees.  

Report Cards  

The Power School Parent Portal is now open in order for [parents and guardians to view 

first trimester final grades.  

 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html


Before school drop off begins at 7:50.  

Please do not drop your child off for chorus, band or a club before 7:50. Staff members 

running these groups are not on duty until 7:50.   

 
Unified Arts Rotation Schedule 
 
We have had to make a change to the Tolland Intermediate School specials rotation 
schedule. The adjusted schedule for December and January is on the following pages. 
A complete version of the schedule for the remainder of the school year will be posted 
on our website soon.  We apologize for any inconvenience. 
 
 

 



December 2018  
  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

     

     

3 4 5 6 7 

1-B 2-C 3-A 4-B WIN DAY 

(DAY C) 

10 11 12 13 14 

2-A 3-B 4-C 1-A WIN DAY 

(B DAY) 

17 18 19 20 21 

3-C 4-A 1-B 2-C WIN DAY 

(A DAY) 

24 25 26 27 28 

WINTER 

BREAK 

WINTER 

BREAK 

WINTER 

BREAK 

WINTER 

BREAK 

WINTER 

BREAK 

31     

WINTER 

BREAK 

    



January 2019 
  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1 2 3 4 

 WINTER 

BREAK 

2-B 3-C WIN DAY 

(A DAY) 

7 8 9 10 11 

1-B 2-C 3-A 4-B WIN DAY 

(C DAY) 

14 15 16 17 18 

2-A 3-B 4-C 1-A WIN DAY 

(B DAY) 

21 22 23 24 25 

NO SCHOOL 4-C 1-A 2-B WIN DAY 

(C DAY) 

28 29 30 31  

4-A 1-B 2-C 3-A 
 

     



  

 



December Reading Thoughts from the TIS Reading Department 

Teacher Tricks to Improve Reading 

Comprehension at Home 

 
By M. Lee  

Updated on May 15, 2014 

You may not have signed up for recess duty or chalk stains on your pants, but if you'd like to 

improve your child's reading comprehension skills, you should start thinking like a teacher—and 

using some of the same tools teachers use in the classroom. Teacher-trainer and expert on young 

adult literacy Hal W. Lanse says "parents must educate themselves about the strategies teachers 

use, because the preparation for reading needs to begin long before formal instruction 

commences." 

Many effective comprehension teaching strategies come naturally to parents. Lanse explains that 

a simple encouragement like "Norah, tell Dad what we did in the park this afternoon," for 

example, builds "an early understanding of how narratives work." But other instructional 

techniques aren't as intuitive. Here are three classroom tricks to use at home. 

Set Kids Up for Reading Success  

If you were going to build a house, you wouldn't just grab a pile of bricks and go at it. You'd 

learn about the tools and materials you'd need for the job, go over the architectural plans you'd be 

using, and hopefully take a basic course in construction techniques! In other words, you'd gather 

all the information and training you needed before you ever picked up a hammer. The same 

principle applies to reading. Teachers call it "front-loading," and it means preparing kids for 

reading by giving them tools that apply to a specific text. 



Before reading a book of ancient Greek myths, for instance, first talk to your child about what 

myths are. Describe how ancient cultures used mythology to explain natural phenomena. Spend 

some time on the Internet, looking up the names and characteristics of the major gods and 

goddesses in the Greek pantheon. If you've bought your child a book about insects, look through 

the text for unfamiliar words like "antennae" and "wing case" and explain them before you read. 

Don't forget to activate knowledge your child already has, too. Talk about the insects that live in 

your backyard. Take a walk outside to observe them. Though it may seem like a lot of work, 

these preparatory steps can really pay off in deeper comprehension later on. 

Think Like a Reader, Talk Like a Reader  

Just reading to or with your children isn't enough. Teachers are experts at "think-alouds:" verbal 

explanations of the ideas, images, connections, and questions that go through their minds as they 

read. This might sound daunting, but it's easy to do once you get into the habit of paying 

attention to your own thought processes. Here's what a think-aloud might sound like: 

It says here Luisa's face is turning red. That could mean she's feeling embarrassed or angry. I 

need to read ahead to find out. Ah! Here it says "Luisa wanted to disappear whenever her mom 

told the story about her getting lost at the zoo." That tells me why Luisa's face went red. It also 

tells me a bit about her mom—she might not realize how Luisa feels.  

Lanse agrees. "Good readers," he says, "create a running video in their heads of the stories 

they're reading. Parents should take turns with their children describing the images they have in 

their heads as they read a story... the big secret to good reading comprehension is talk, talk, talk." 

Turn Your Child Into the Teacher  

The classroom technique known as "reciprocal teaching" sounds complex but isn't. The idea 

behind this strategy is for adults and children reading together to take turns playing the role of 

the teacher. As you read with your child, take turns summarizing, coming up with questions, 

clarifying confusing ideas, and predicting what will happen next. This is a sophisticated teaching 

principle that's really fun to execute: children love being put in the driver's seat and getting to say 

things like "Okay, Mom, summarize what happened on this page!" 

Captain Underpants=Comprehension Success  

Lanse has one last tip for parents. "The biggest problem in the struggle to read well," he says, is 

"boring materials. Boys are the most resistant readers and we must put books in their hands that 

they like: scary stories, science fiction, sports books, gross-out humor. Yes, I'm saying you 

should buy your sons Captain Underpants!" 

 

  



 



UPCOMING SPIRIT DAYS 
 

NOVEMBER 20 - HAT DAY 

          
 

DECEMBER 20 - CRAZY SWEATER DAY 

 

       
 

JANUARY 11  - DECADES DAY 

           
 

FEBRUARY 1 - SPORTS TEAM DAY 

   
 

MARCH 1  DR. SEUSS DAY/BOOK CHARACTER DAY 

 



 
 

APRIL 2   - AUTISM AWARENESS DAY 

      Wear blue! 
 

APRIL 12  - COLLEGE DAY 

        
 

APRIL 22  - EARTH DAY  

       Wear green! 

 

MAY 10   - TEACHER LOOK-ALIKE DAY!! 

 



MAY 24   - PATRIOTIC DAY        

 

JUNE ?? (TBD) - BEACH DAY     

          
  



 

 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 
 
   
DECEMBER 
    
    NEW DATE: 11  PORTAL OPENS 
   14 DISTRICT WIDE P.J. DAY 
   20 CRAZY SWEATER DAY 
   21 EARLY RELEASE 
             24-JAN. 1 WINTER BREAK – NO SCHOOL 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 



STOP AND SHOP REWARDS PROGRAM FOR 

TOLLAND INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL, ID #07843 

Welcome back to the start of a new school year and to a new year of A+ School Rewards! This 

year’s A+ Program runs from September 7, 2018 through March 16, 2019. 

Our school Tolland Intermediate School, ID#: 07843 has the opportunity to participate in and 

earn CASH from A+ School Rewards, a great fundraising program run through your local Stop & 

Shop!   

PLEASE NOTE:  You DO NOT need to re-register your card if your school selection(s) remains the 

same as last year. 

New Supporters or Existing Supporters Wishing to Make Changes: 

 Beginning August 3, 2018, visit stopandshop.com  and select SIGN IN at the top right to 
log into your online account.  Once logged in, select MY ACCOUNT, MANAGE MY 
ACCOUNT, then REWARDS & SAVINGS to select your school.   

 If you do not have an online account, visit stopandshop.com and click REGISTER.  Follow 
the prompts to create your online account.  Once logged in, follow the instructions 
listed above. 

 You’ll need your 13-digit STOP & SHOP CARD number and the School ID # OR, if you need 
assistance call 1-877-366-2668 OPTION #1 

To Earn Points: 

 Use your registered STOP & SHOP CARD each time you shop at any Stop & Shop, and you 
will earn CASH for our school. You can confirm your school selection by logging into your 
account. 

 At the end of each month, your points are calculated and converted to CASH rewards. 
These CASH rewards for our school are updated monthly. You can track our progress 
when you sign in to your online account.   

 Our school will receive one CASH rewards check at the end of the program and can use 
this cash for any of our educational needs. 

Also, please encourage your family members and friends to support our school.  This could 

result in more CASH REWARDS!  Thank you for supporting our school. 

UPDATE:  As of 10/31/2018 your school has: 

 Earned a total of 198,650 Education Express points 
 198,650 Education Express points are currently available 
 115 shopper(s) have designated your school to receive their points 

 (WELCOME ONE NEW PARTNER!!) 

http://www.stopandshop.com/
http://www.stopandshop.com/


 

 

C.E.R.T. Training Schedule Announced 

You are invited to join your friends and neighbors as they participate in Community Emergency 

Response Team (C.E.R.T.) training classes. Tolland Emergency Management is pleased to 

announce the newest C.E.R.T. class training schedule:   

5* – Tuesday Classes: 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

February 20th, March 6th, March 20th, March 27th, April 3rd 

and 

3* – Saturday Classes: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

February 17th, March 3rd, March 17th 

*Please Note: Participants must attend all classes 

C.E.R.T. participants learn valuable skills such as: How to recognize hazards that are most likely 

to affect your home, workplace, and neighborhood, steps you can take to prepare for a disaster, 

identifying and reducing potential fire hazards in your home and what to do when disaster 

strikes. 

 

C.E.R.T. participants also learn how to: Assist Emergency Management and First Responders in 

meeting the needs of the community during disasters and learn to be part of an important team 

serving the community. 

 

If you are interested in this exciting opportunity please email btanner@tolland.org with your 

name, address and telephone number to reserve your seat. Class size is limited, be sure to reserve 

your seat by February 14th. 

All classes will be held at the Tolland Fire Department Training Center located at 191 Merrow 

Road, Tolland, Connecticut. 

 

mailto:btanner@tolland.org?subject=CERT%20Training
https://maps.google.com/?q=191+Merrow+Road,+Tolland,+Connecticut&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=191+Merrow+Road,+Tolland,+Connecticut&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

  



 
 

 

The End 


